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“Robin Hood”
The Legend Continues
A collection to assist you in developing you own Coat of Arms
for Knights and Squires who wish to attend this exciting event
and participate in the games of the day.
As Knights representing their Patrol, show themselves worthy
and well qualified, duly and truly prepared at Prince Johns
Tournament.
Are you prepared:

ARCHERY, JOUSTING, QUARTER STAFF, TUG OF WAR,
CASTLE CLIMB, LITTLE JOHNS LAYER AND MORE!

Heraldry & the Parts of a Coat of Arms
A coat of arms is a heraldic design used to distinguish individual families. This term is derived from
embroidering the emblem of a knight on the surcoat which was worn over his armor. The knight,
therefore, wore a coat of arms.

A Brief History of Heraldry
Between 1135 and 1155 A.D., seals show the general adoption of heraldic devices in Europe. Historians once
theorized that a coat of arms enabled a knight to be recognized by his followers during battle. The coat of arms
became hereditary just as a knight inherited the right to lead or the duty to follow another leader in battle.
Regardless of their origins, coats of arms became popular along with the tournament, which was developed in
the mid-eleventh century in France. The tournament became a training ground for knights, and its pageantry
became more elaborate as time passed. Some knights made their living roaming from tournament to tournament.
By 1400 A.D., bearing a coat of arms had become a prerequisite to participation in a tournament, and due to the
importance of social standing in such pageants, a coat of arms also became a mark of noble status. In the early
days, most coats of arms were assumed by the bearers and not “granted” by any authority.
The earliest coats of arms were fairly simple — bars or wavy lines, a lion rampant or an eagle displayed, or an
arrangement of fleurs-de-lis. The designs became more complex as the years passed, and the practice of
quartering or incorporating the arms of other families acquired through marriages developed.

The word “Heraldry” is derived from the German “heer” — a host, an army — and “held” — a champion. The term
“blason,” by which the science of heraldry is denoted in French, English, Italian, and German, is probably derived from the
German word “blazen” — to blow the horn. Whenever a new Knight appeared at a Tournament, the herald sounded the
trumpet, and as the competitors attended with closed visors, it was his duty to explain the bearing of the shield or coatarmour belonging to each. This knowledge of the various devices and symbols was called Heraldry, and as the
announcement was accompanied with the sound of a trumpet, it was termed “blazoning the arms.” Source: Burke, Bernard,
The General Armory of England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales (Heritage Books, Inc., 1996).
A Brief Explanation of the Blazon of Arms
As depicted below, a “coat of arms” consists of several parts: the shield, the mantling, the helm, the wreath, charges, and
the crest (note that not all arms have crests). The official, written description of the coat of arms is called the “blazon of
arms.” The designs in our database are made precisely in accordance with the registered description (“the blazon of
arms”). The blazon may seem like a foreign language, but it is simply a system of code words to denote colors, placement,
and styling by using an economy of words.
Much of the printed design for a given coat of arms is more the artist’s preference or the style of a particular herald, and
not a part of any particular blazon. The mantling and the banners for names and mottoes, for example, are not an official
element of the blazon of arms. The helm, likewise, is not a part of the official blazon. Some historians attach a significance
to the design of the helm or helmet as representative of a certain century or social status, but there are differences of
opinion on this matter.

The blazon of arms for this coat of arms would be as follows:

Arms: “Argent, a saltire azure, cantoned with four markings of ermine sable.” (Silver or white shield with a
blue saltire or ‘X’ and in four-equidistant places the marking of the ermine ‘fur’ in black.)
Crest: “A lion’s head erased azure langued gules.” (A lion’s head cut off at the neck with a flourish, in blue with
a red tongue.)

Elements of a Coat of Arms

Shield: The colors and charges (lions, designs, etc. that appear on the shield) are a part of the

official blazon, but the shape of the shield is not. Shield shapes vary according to the geographical origin as well
as the time period.

Helm: Not a part of the official blazon, the helmet varies with the bearer’s rank, the century represented, or the herald’s or artist’s preference.
Wreath: Not a part of the official blazon, the wreath usually consists of the primary color and metal.

Mantle/Mantling: Not a part of the official blazon (except that sometimes the colors

are specified), the design varies with the herald’s or artist’s preference. This is said to represent the cloth that
hung from the wreath and protected the back of the head and neck, even though it may often be depicted more
like the leaves of a plant.

